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ABSTRACT

The period between the years 1968 and 1974 is considered the most
important and crucial at Arafat’s personal level and the Palestinian-Jordanian level.
During this period (Fateh) Movement developed and its popularity greatly increased,
especially after the defeat of June and Al-Karama Battle. Arafat emerged as Fateh
official spokesman. Next year, he was made chairman of the PLO afier it had
converted from an official Arab organization into a popular organization of fedayeen
(commandos), including ali Palestinian forces and factions, This contributed to its
prominence at all levels: the Palestinian, the Arab and the international ones.
Consequently, it tried to be the sole representative of the Palestinian people
everywhere, which caused an overt and sometimes covet conflict with Jordan.

There was an obvious difference between Arafat and Jordan about two
major issues: guerilla raids and representation of the Palestinian people. It was not
possible to ignore any of them for the sake of the other, except militarily. The
military option started to Joom between 1968 and 1969 and exploded during 1970
and 1971. Then, between 1972 and 1974 Arafat became involved in political debate
and diplomatic activity at the Arab and the international levels in order to extort the
Palestinian representation for the sake of PLO in 1974, the year which witnessed a
resolution for this issue permanently.
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