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The relation between the Palestinian National Authority, represented by
Vasser Arafat, and Hamas Movement (1994-1996)
ABSTRACT

This study aims to focus on the refation between the Palestinian National
Authority, represented by Yasser Arafai, and Islamic Resistance Movement
"Hamas". The Palestinian Authority tried to fix its authority in the Gaza Strip and
Jericho in the first period, and later in the remaining Palestinian cities in West Bank.
At the same time as the Palestinian Authority tried to affirm its exclusive legitimacy,
Hamas also powerfully attempted to affirm its existence and opposition 1o the peace
agreements, and contest the Palestinian Authority's claim to exclusive legitimacy
and its representation of the Palestinian people. The relation between Hamas and the
Authority thus ranged between the rupture which led to tension and occasional
clashes and the dialogue which led to quiet in other times. The Palestiman Authority
tried to achieve its aim by using many methods between confrontation and
containment.

The study is limited in both time and space. It will cover the period between the
establishing of the Palestinian Authority and presidential and legislative elections in
January 1996. Locally it will focus on the main sites of both attraction and
confrontation in the relations between the Palestinian Authority and the opposition
faction in the Gaza Strip.
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