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’ ABSTRACT
The importance of this research springs from being a scientifics objective nd
neutral attempt dealing with pivotal personality in the contemporary Palestinian
history. Yasser Arafat as a human being first and as a leader second¢ represents in
actual sense the crucial historical platforms through which the Palestinian people
passed in the last fifty years or so.
This period saw many fast emerging developments and events at all fronts:
national« regional and global. Yasser Arafat witnessed the early beginnings
of the Palestinian national movement that crystallized in practical terms with
faunching the Palestinian revolution in 1965 and ended with signing a peace deal
with Israel in 1993. Understanding Yasser Arafat means truly covering and
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analyzing various stages that Yasser Arafat passed through; from armed struggle in
the 1970;s to the revolutionary diplomatic moves after 1982,

This research relies on reviewing somie of the theoretical and conceptual
studies and literature that tackle the issue of elitism and leadership and then find out
the place of Yasser Arafat at this leaders ladder. Studying elitism theoretically is
necessary and decisive for any rational scholarly academic work. Since all the
literature available was formulated in the Western context: this research will make
serious attempt to locate the basic features of elites in the Arab and the Palestinian
contexts. Moscas Paretos Mischles and the Marxist thinkers were the Pioneers who
produced well-defined theoretical formula for elites and elitism. They also pointed
out to the role played by elites in making political leaders and decision-makers,
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