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The use of the families of Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails to the Local Prisoners'
Voice Radio and the gratifications they attain.

Abstract

The study aimed to identify how and to which extent the families of Palestinian prisoners in the
Israeli occupation prisons use the Local Prisoners (Al-asra) Voice Radio and What the gratifications
they achieved due to this use. And that is achieved by revealing the ritual and utilitarian motives for
this use and monitoring the means gratifications (semi-guiding and semi-social), and the content
gratifications (content - social) achieved by the families of Palestinian prisoners as a result of this use.
This study is a descriptive one in which the researcher used the survey method. The study was applied
to a random sample of (144) individuals from the Palestinian prisoners' families in the Gaza Strip by
(50%), so that each item represents one prisoner. The study reached many results, the most important
of which is that (87.7%) of the families of Palestinian prisoners are constantly following the Local
Prisoners Voice Radio and that (48.1%) of them have been following it for more than four years. The
results showed that the degree of estimation of the sample examined for the utilitarian motives for
using the local Prisoners (Al-asra) Voice Radio is large with a relative weight of (88.3%). News-
briefing related to Palestinian prisoners was the highest of these motives. The study also showed that
the degree of estimation of the sample surveyed for the semi-guiding gratifications of content fulfilled
from their use of the local Prisoners (Al-asra) Voice Radio is large with a relative weight of (80.9%).
" knowing the news of our prisoners in the Israeli occupation prisons first-hand" was the highest of
those gratifications. The degree of estimation of the study sample for the quasi-social gratifications of
content fulfilled from their use of the local Prisoners (Al-asra) Voice Radio was significant with a
relative weight of (82.9%). Moreover, the results showed that there is no relationship between the
level the families of Palestinian prisoners use the local Prisoners (Al-asra) Voice Radio and the
gratifications of means achieved. However, a relationship was found between the level the families of
Palestinian prisoners use the local Prisoners (Al-asra) Voice Radio and the gratifications of content
achieved. Also, there were no statistically significant differences at the level of significance (0.05 > o)
between the motives for using the families of Palestinian prisoners to the local Prisoners (Al-asra)
Voice Radio which was due to the variables of (gender, type of kinship, years of imprisonment). The
study, as well, witnessed the absence of statistically significant differences at the level of significance
(0.05 > a) between the achieved gratifications as a result of this use and that was attributed to the
same variables.

The study recommended the necessity of activating the prisoners' issue in all Palestinian and Arab
media outlets as it is considered a central national issue based on a well-controlled media plan to
show the true picture of the prisoners’ suffering. According to the study, it is also recommended that
civil society institutions adopt a strategic plan that places the experience of Palestinian prisoners an
utmost importance in terms of documenting, analyzing, and studying it systematically and
comprehensively. Another important recommendation is listed under the necessity to draft a code of
conduct for the contact person in Palestinian media organizations that places the issue of Palestinian
prisoners at the top of their priorities to serve as a roadmap for directing the work of these institutions.
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