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Abstract

Franco - British Conflict on Malta 1798 - 1801

The strategic and geographical position of Malta as an island in the middle
of Mediterranean sea had a tremendous impact on its military and political
history. Malta ruled by the Knights of Saint John in 1530 was a first victim
fallen at the hands of Napoleon Bonaparte during the French Campaign in
Egypt 1798. It's worth mentioning that Malta was besieged by the French forces
for four days before being handed over by the ruler Hompesch. As Britain was
the traditional enemy to France, it sought to from a close alliance with Naples
and Russia to be besiege the French forces in Malta. This resulted in
surrendering the French commander Vaubois after two years of Britain led
alliance. It was expected that Britain would return the Knights of Saint John to
Malta as promised, but Britain realized the importance of Malta in terms of
geographical and military position. So, it categorically rejected to withdraw
from Malta, thereby remaining under the British crown since September 1800
until its independence on 21% September, 1964.
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